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TOWN OF RISING SUN 
RESOLUTION 2013-15 

CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 

ELECTED POSITIONS; QUALIFICATIONS, NOMINATIONS AND TERMS 
OF OFFICE 

 

 

RESOLUTION of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, adopted pursuant to the 

authority of Section 3 and 4 entitled “Home Rule” of Article XI-E entitled “Municipal Corporations” of 

the Constitution of Maryland and Section 11 et. seq. under subtitle “Charter Amendments” of Article 

23A entitled “Corporations-Municipal” of the Annotated Code of Maryland, to amend the Charter of the 

Town of Rising Sun, Maryland with a provision to address amendments and changes to the timing and 

date of town elections, candidacy of incumbent officials, terms of office and date of swearing in for 

elected officials with the Town of Rising Sun. 

 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS, it is hereby found and determined to be in the best interests of the Town to 

amend the Charter of the Town to extend the terms of office for elected officials from two (2) year terms 

to four (4) year terms; and to move the elections from June to October; and to furthermore create a 

transitional period to phase in these proposed changes. 

 

SECTION 2.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 

Maryland that Section C-5 of the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, titled Elected Positions; 

Qualifications, Nominations, and Terms of Office, is hereby amended by amending and reenacting 

Section C-5 to read, as follows: 

  

Section C-5 Elected Positions; Qualifications, Nominations, and Terms of Office. 

 

 

All legislative powers of the Town are vested in a council consisting of the Mayor and 

four (4) Commissioners who shall be elected as hereinafter provided. 

 

(A) Qualifications.  The Mayor and four Commissioners, shall be citizens of the 

United States, at least twenty-five (25) years of age at the time of their election to office, qualified voters 

of the Town and bona fide residents of said Town for at least one year preceding the date of their election 

and shall be free of any record of criminal violations other than minor traffic violations and other such 

minor misdemeanors punishable by fine only. Council members must maintain principal residence in the 

Town during his/her term of office.  If there is a change in principal residence from the Town, the term 

of the elected office shall be immediately terminated and the vacancy shall be filled as provided in 

Section C-8 below. 

 

 (B)  Nomination.  Any citizen of the Town, being otherwise qualified as indicated herein, 

desiring to be a candidate for the office of Mayor or for the office of Commissioner, must file in person 

and submit the necessary disclosure forms under the Town’s ethics code and complete a written 

certificate of candidacy for nomination form, as provided by the election clerk, no less than thirty (30) 

days prior to the scheduled election.  The election clerk shall post a notice of the filing deadline at least 7 

days in advance of the final day for filing, in a newspaper of general circulation, at the Town Hall and on 

the Town’s website.  The hours for filing on the final date are 8:30 am till 6:00 PM.  If candidacy is 

verified the candidates name will appear on the ballot as submitted on the certificate. The use of 

nicknames, titles, degrees, or other professional designations on the certificate of candidacy is prohibited.  

Candidates may withdraw from election prior to the filing deadline only. 
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Should a citizen holding one elected office such as Commissioner or Mayor, decide to become a 

candidate for another elected office such as Commissioner or Mayor, they must resign their current 

position prior to becoming a candidate for one of the other position. 

 

 (C) Election and term of office.  The members of the Board of Commissioners shall be 

elected to serve two four (4) year terms with the elections staggered, as per the transitional period 

described below,  so that approximately one-half of the board is elected every two years.  The Mayors 

shall also be elected to serve a 4 year term as per the transitional period described below. All members 

of the Board shall serve until their successors are duly sworn in.  

 

 

1.  Transition.  The following provisions shall be effective to facilitate an orderly 

transition from language contained in prior Charter provisions, to language 

related to the timing of annual elections and terms of office contained in this 

section and section C-6 (D)(1) below.  

  

(a) Starting with the 2014 June election, the two (2) sitting commissioner 

positions and the Mayor’s position, whose terms are set to expire in July of 

2014, shall be filled by the voters of the Town.   Each of whom shall serve 

a term of (3) three years to begin at the first meeting in July 2014 and shall 

serve until the first meeting in November 2017. (see section C-11 below)  

In October of 2017, prior to the conclusion of those (3) three year terms, 

and in accordance to section C-6(D) (1) below, the voters of the Town 

shall elect the two (2) commissioners positions and the Mayor to serve a 

four (4) year term.  Elections for these two (2) commissioners positions 

and Mayor shall occur every four (4) years thereafter, and in accordance 

to this charter. 

 

(c)  The remaining two commissioners, whose terms are set to expire in July of 

2015, shall have their terms extended until November of 2015 in 

accordance to section C-11 below.   

 

(d) At the 2015 October election, and in accordance to section C-6(D) (1) 

below the two current remaining commissioners positions whose terms are 

set to expire in November of 2015 (see subsection (c) above), shall be filled 

by the voters of the Town. Each of whom shall serve a term of (4) four 

years to begin at the first meeting in November of 2015.  Elections for 

these two (2) commissioners’ positions shall occur every four (4) years 

thereafter, and in accordance to this charter. 

  

2. All Commissioners and the Mayor shall serve until their successors are duly 

sworn in. 

 

(C) Mayor or Commissioners Running for other Council Positions.  a citizen holding 

one elected office such as Commissioner or Mayor, may become a candidate for another elected office 

such as Commissioner or Mayor as follows: 

 

1. A Mayor or Commissioner, whose term is set to expire after the upcoming 

election, who desires to run for another position such as, the Mayor running 
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for Commissioner, or a Commissioner running for Mayor, may do so.  Other 

candidates shall be permitted to file for the pending expiring terms, but in no 

case shall an individual be permitted to run for more than one position.  The 

result of all elections shall be determined as per section C-7 of this Charter. 

 

2. A Mayor or Commissioner, who stills has time on their term, beyond the 

upcoming election year, who desires to run for another position such as, the 

Mayor running for Commissioner, or a Commissioner running for Mayor, may 

do so without giving up their current position.  Any vacancies created by the 

results of the election shall be filled as per section C-8 subsection (B) of this 

charter.   

 

[Note: Additions are underlined and in italics, deletions are struck through, double underline indicates 

underline added for emphasis, not a change in language or deletions.] 

 

SECTION 3.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that this amendment to the Charter shall in all respects be effective and observed 

as such, upon the fiftieth (50
th

) day after the date of adoption, unless on or before the fortieth (40
th

) day 

thereafter there shall be presented to the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, or 

mailed to it, a Petition for referendum in accordance with the provisions of Section 13(g) of Article 23A 

of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 . 

SECTION 4.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that a complete and exact copy of this Resolution shall be posted in the municipal 

offices of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland or some public place for 

a period of at least forty (40) days following its adoption, and further, that a fair summary of this 

proposed amendment shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Rising Sun 

for not less than four (4) times, at weekly intervals, within a period of forty (40) days from the adoption 

of this Resolution. 

 

SECTION 5.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that as soon as the Charter amendment hereby adopted shall become effective, the 

Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun shall send separately by registered mail to the Department of 

Legislative Reference the following information concerning the Charter: 

 

(1)  A complete copy of this Resolution; 

 

(2) The date of the referendum election, if any, held with respect thereto; 

 

(3) The number of votes cast for or against the Resolution whether by the Commissioners of Rising 

Sun or in a referendum; and 

 

(4) The effective date of the Charter. 

 

SECTION 6.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that the Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun be and is specifically authorized and 

instructed to carry out the provisions of Section 4 and 5 hereof, and as evidence of compliance herewith, 

the clerk shall cause to be affixed to the Minutes of the meeting in which this Charter shall have been 

adopted: 

 



 

 

 

 
Page 4 of 5 

(1) Appropriate certification of publication of the newspaper in which the summary of the proposed 

amendment shall have been published. 

 

(2) The return receipts of the mailing referred to in Section 5. 

 

 

READ AND INTRODUCED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, the 12th day of 

November, 2013. 

 

CONCEPTUAL IDEAS HELD FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND DISCUSSION by The 

Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, on the 20
th

 day of November, 2013. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland on this 10th day of 

December, 2013. 

 
  
AYES:  
 
NAYES: 
 
ABSTAIN:   
    

 
 
ATTEST:                                                       THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS  
                                                                                           OF THE TOWN OF RISING SUN 
 
 
BY:   __________________________________ BY:__________________________________                   
                      Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,                  Robert A. Fisher 
                           Town Administrator                         Mayor 
  
 
   
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY  
THIS 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2013 
 
BY: __________________________________________ 
                 Jack A. Gullo, Jr., – Town Attorney             
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 STATE OF MARYLAND) 

 COUNTY OF CECIL) SS: CERTIFICATE 
TOWN OF RISING SUN) 
 
I, Calvin A Bonenberger Jr, Town Administrator for the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, do 
herby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true, perfect and complete copy of 
the Resolution adopted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 
Maryland, and is identical to the original thereof appearing in the official records of the Town 
of Rising Sun, Maryland and the same has not, since its adoption, been rescinded or amended 
in any respect. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have affixed the seal of the 
Town of Rising Sun as of this 11th day of December, 2013. 
 
 

__________________________________   
 Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,  
 Town Administrator 
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TOWN OF RISING SUN 
RESOLUTION 2013-16 

CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 

DUTIES & CONDUCT OF THE MAYOR  
 

 

RESOLUTION of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, adopted pursuant to the 

authority of Section 3 and 4 entitled “Home Rule” of Article XI-E entitled “Municipal Corporations” of 

the Constitution of Maryland and Section 11 et. seq. under subtitle “Charter Amendments” of Article 

23A entitled “Corporations-Municipal” of the Annotated Code of Maryland, have previously taken steps 

to amend the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland with provisions to address amendments and 

changes to the timing and date of town elections, candidacy of incumbent officials, terms of office and 

date of swearing in for elected officials with the Town of Rising Sun. 

 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS, it is hereby found and determined to be in the best interests of the Town to 

amend the Charter of the Town to clearly define and expand upon the Duties of the Mayor, proper 

conduct, clarify the appointment and responsibilities of a Vice-Mayor and to modify any additional 

language in the Charter affected by this change.  

 

SECTION 2.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 

Maryland that Section C-13 of the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, titled Powers and 

Duties of Mayor, is hereby amended by amending and reenacting Section C-13 in its entirety to read, as 

follows: 

  

Section C-13 Power Conduct and Duties of the Mayor. 

 

(A) The Mayor, in by virtue of his office, shall preside over all meetings of the 

Board of Commissioners and shall represent the Town at community functions and shall relay the 

message, intent and mission of the Board of Commissioners to the general community and other 

agencies. The Mayor shall support and uphold the letter and intent of the laws and policies of the Town 

of Rising Sun as well as other state and federal laws.  The Mayor shall execute the office of Mayor for 

the common good of the community while refraining from actions or conduct that may harm other 

communities or the Town of Rising Sun. The Mayor shall be the face of the Town Government and shall 

exhibit good stewardship and carry forward the positive virtues of the Town of Rising Sun and represent 

the Town in a positive, professional and courteous manner at all times.  The Mayor shall facilitate the 

efforts of the Board of Commissioners and their work within their respective departments.  The Mayor 

may call on any officer of the town entrusted with the receipt and expenditure of public money, for a 

statement of his accounts as often as he shall see proper; he shall see that the ordinances are 

faithfully executed, and report to the Board of Commissioners, at their stated meetings, the general 

state of the town, and may call special meetings of the Commissioners whenever he may see proper. 

The Mayor shall facilitate the coordination and development of meeting agendas and programs at 

the discretion of the Board of Commissioners, and may bring forward for discussion and action any 

issues of concern facing the Town and introduce policy recommendations for consideration and 

program initiatives for the good of the Town. The Mayor may take part in all discussions, but he 

shall have no vote, except in the event of a tie, then the Mayor may cast a tie–breaking vote, accept 

for motions directly involving the Mayor. The Council shall appoint, from its members, a person to 

serve as Acting–Mayor who shall serve in the absence of the Mayor. 
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(B) Appointment of the Vice Mayor.  At the first meeting in July of 2014, the Board of 

Commissioners shall nominate and elected among their members a person to serve as Vice Mayor.  This 

person shall be appointed on a yearly basis and at the first meeting in November of each year starting in 

2015.  The Vice Mayor shall assist the Mayor of the Commission in the performance of his duties and 

shall preside over the Town meetings in his absence or when a motion involving the Mayor is being 

discussed. The Vice Mayor shall serve at the discretion of the Board of Commissioners and may be 

removed as Vice Mayor of the Commission and returned to the status of Commissioner, upon a majority 

vote of the Board of Commissioners.   The Vice Mayor shall have all the same legislative and voting 

powers as the other commissioners even when serving in the temporary absence of the Mayor.  

 

 

[Note: Additions are underlined and in italics, deletions are struck through, double underline indicates 

underline added for emphasis, not a change in language or deletions.] 

 

SECTION 3.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that this amendment to the Charter shall in all respects be effective and observed 

as such, upon the fiftieth (50
th

) day after the date of adoption, unless on or before the fortieth (40
th

) day 

thereafter there shall be presented to the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, or 

mailed to it, a Petition for referendum in accordance with the provisions of Section 13(g) of Article 23A 

of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 . 

SECTION 4.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that a complete and exact copy of this Resolution shall be posted in the municipal 

offices of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland or some public place for 

a period of at least forty (40) days following its adoption, and further, that a fair summary of this 

proposed amendment shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Rising Sun 

for not less than four (4) times, at weekly intervals, within a period of forty (40) days from the adoption 

of this Resolution. 

 

SECTION 5.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that as soon as the Charter amendment hereby adopted shall become effective, the 

Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun shall send separately by registered mail to the Department of 

Legislative Reference the following information concerning the Charter: 

 

(1)  A complete copy of this Resolution; 

 

(2) The date of the referendum election, if any, held with respect thereto; 

 

(3) The number of votes cast for or against the Resolution whether by the Commissioners of Rising 

Sun or in a referendum; and 

 

(4) The effective date of the Charter. 

 

SECTION 6.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that the Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun be and is specifically authorized and 

instructed to carry out the provisions of Section 4 and 5 hereof, and as evidence of compliance herewith, 

the clerk shall cause to be affixed to the Minutes of the meeting in which this Charter shall have been 

adopted: 
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(1) Appropriate certification of publication of the newspaper in which the summary of the proposed 

amendment shall have been published. 

 

(2) The return receipts of the mailing referred to in Section 5. 

 

 

READ AND INTRODUCED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, this 12th day of 

November, 2013. 

 

CONCEPTUAL IDEAS HELD FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND DISCUSSION by The 

Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, on the 20
th

 day of November, 2013. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland on this 10th day of 

December, 2013. 

 
  
AYES:  
 
NAYES: 
 
ABSTAIN:   
    

 
 
 
 
ATTEST:                                                       THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS  
                                                                                           OF THE TOWN OF RISING SUN 
 
 
BY:   __________________________________ BY:__________________________________                   
                      Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,                  Robert A. Fisher 
                           Town Administrator                         Mayor 
  
 
   
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY  
THIS 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2013 
 
BY: __________________________________________ 
                 Jack A. Gullo, Jr., – Town Attorney             
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 STATE OF MARYLAND) 

 COUNTY OF CECIL) SS: CERTIFICATE 
TOWN OF RISING SUN) 
 
I, Calvin A Bonenberger Jr, Town Administrator for the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, do 
herby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true, perfect and complete copy of 
the Resolution adopted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 
Maryland, and is identical to the original thereof appearing in the official records of the Town 
of Rising Sun, Maryland and the same has not, since its adoption, been rescinded or amended 
in any respect. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have affixed the seal of the 
Town of Rising Sun as of this 11th day of December, 2013. 
 
 

__________________________________   
 Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,  
 Town Administrator 
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TOWN OF RISING SUN 
RESOLUTION 2013-17 

CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 

DATE OF ANNUAL ELECTIONS 
 

 

RESOLUTION of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, adopted pursuant to the 

authority of Section 3 and 4 entitled “Home Rule” of Article XI-E entitled “Municipal Corporations” of 

the Constitution of Maryland and Section 11 et. seq. under subtitle “Charter Amendments” of Article 

23A entitled “Corporations-Municipal” of the Annotated Code of Maryland, have previously taken steps 

to amend the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland with provisions to address amendments and 

changes to the timing and date of town elections, candidacy of incumbent officials, terms of office and 

date of swearing in for elected officials with the Town of Rising Sun. 

 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS, it is hereby found and determined to be in the best interests of the Town to 

amend the Charter of the Town to change the timing of the elections from June to October of the election 

year and to provide for a transitional period and modify any additional language in the Charter affected 

by this change.  

 

SECTION 2.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 

Maryland that Section C-6, subsection (D)(1), of the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, titled 

Date of Election, is hereby amended by amending and reenacting Section C-6, subsection (D)(1) in its 

entirety, to read as follows: 

  

(1) Date of Election.  The 2014 Regular Town Elections will be held the second Monday 

in June of each year. Starting in 2015 and every Town Election year thereafter, the 

Regular Town Elections will be held the (3rd) third Monday in October. 

 

[Note: Additions are underlined and in italics, deletions are struck through, double underline indicates 

underline added for emphasis, not a change in language or deletions.] 

 

SECTION 3.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that this amendment to the Charter shall in all respects be effective and observed 

as such, upon the fiftieth (50
th

) day after the date of adoption, unless on or before the fortieth (40
th

) day 

thereafter there shall be presented to the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, or 

mailed to it, a Petition for referendum in accordance with the provisions of Section 13(g) of Article 23A 

of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 . 

SECTION 4.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that a complete and exact copy of this Resolution shall be posted in the municipal 

offices of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland or some public place for 

a period of at least forty (40) days following its adoption, and further, that a fair summary of this 

proposed amendment shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Rising Sun 

for not less than four (4) times, at weekly intervals, within a period of forty (40) days from the adoption 

of this Resolution. 

 

SECTION 5.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that as soon as the Charter amendment hereby adopted shall become effective, the 

Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun shall send separately by registered mail to the Department of 

Legislative Reference the following information concerning the Charter: 
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(1)  A complete copy of this Resolution; 

 

(2) The date of the referendum election, if any, held with respect thereto; 

 

(3) The number of votes cast for or against the Resolution whether by the Commissioners of Rising 

Sun or in a referendum; and 

 

(4) The effective date of the Charter. 

 

SECTION 6.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that the Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun be and is specifically authorized and 

instructed to carry out the provisions of Section 4 and 5 hereof, and as evidence of compliance herewith, 

the clerk shall cause to be affixed to the Minutes of the meeting in which this Charter shall have been 

adopted: 

 

(1) Appropriate certification of publication of the newspaper in which the summary of the proposed 

amendment shall have been published. 

 

(2) The return receipts of the mailing referred to in Section 5. 

 

 

READ AND INTRODUCED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, the 12th day of 

November, 2013. 

 

CONCEPTUAL IDEAS HELD FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND DISCUSSION by The 

Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, on the 20
th

 day of November, 2013. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland on this 10th day of 

December, 2013. 

 
  
AYES:  
 
NAYES: 
 
ABSTAIN:   
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ATTEST:                                                       THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS  
                                                                                           OF THE TOWN OF RISING SUN 
 
 
BY:   __________________________________ BY:__________________________________                   
                      Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,                  Robert A. Fisher 
                           Town Administrator                         Mayor 
  
 
   
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY  
THIS 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2013 
 
BY: __________________________________________ 
                 Jack A. Gullo, Jr., – Town Attorney             
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 STATE OF MARYLAND) 

 COUNTY OF CECIL) SS: CERTIFICATE 
TOWN OF RISING SUN) 
 
I, Calvin A Bonenberger Jr, Town Administrator for the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, do 
herby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true, perfect and complete copy of 
the Resolution adopted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 
Maryland, and is identical to the original thereof appearing in the official records of the Town 
of Rising Sun, Maryland and the same has not, since its adoption, been rescinded or amended 
in any respect. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have affixed the seal of the 
Town of Rising Sun as of this 11th day of December, 2013. 
 
 

__________________________________   
 Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,  
 Town Administrator 
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TOWN OF RISING SUN 
RESOLUTION 2013-18 

CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 

SWEARING IN OF NEW OFFICIALS & MEETINGS 
 

 

RESOLUTION of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, adopted pursuant to the 

authority of Section 3 and 4 entitled “Home Rule” of Article XI-E entitled “Municipal Corporations” of 

the Constitution of Maryland and Section 11 et. seq. under subtitle “Charter Amendments” of Article 

23A entitled “Corporations-Municipal” of the Annotated Code of Maryland, have previously taken steps 

to amend the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland with provisions to address amendments and 

changes to the timing and date of town elections, candidacy of incumbent officials, terms of office and 

date of swearing in for elected officials with the Town of Rising Sun. 

 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS, it is hereby found and determined to be in the best interests of the Town to 

amend the Charter of the Town to change the timing of the swearing in of new officers from July to 

November of the election year and to provide for a transitional period; clarify the number, frequency and 

cancellation of Town Meetings when needed; and modify any additional language in the Charter affected 

by this change.  

 

SECTION 2.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 

Maryland that Section C-11, of the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, titled Meetings of the 

Mayor and Commissioners, is hereby amended by amending and reenacting Section C-11 in its entirety 

to read, as follows: 

  

Section C-11 Swearing in of new Officers & Meetings of the Mayor and Commissioners. 

 

Following the results of the June 2014 Town Elections, the Mayor and (2) 

Commissioners will The newly elected council shall be sworn in at the (1
st

) first meeting in 

July.  Starting in 2015 in every election year thereafter, newly elected officials will be sworn in 

at the (1
st

) first meeting in November.  following the election. Regular meeting [meetings] will be 

held twice monthly or as otherwise determined by the Board of Commissioners , unless cancelled by 

majority vote of the Board of Commissioners, or canceled due to lack of quorum. , dates Dates and 

times to be set by resolution by the Mayor and Commissioners. All meetings shall be conducted in 

accordance with Robert's Rules of Order. 

 

 

 

[Note: Additions are underlined and in italics, deletions are struck through, double underline indicates 

underline added for emphasis, not a change in language or deletions.] 

 

SECTION 3.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that this amendment to the Charter shall in all respects be effective and observed 

as such, upon the fiftieth (50
th

) day after the date of adoption, unless on or before the fortieth (40
th

) day 

thereafter there shall be presented to the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, or 

mailed to it, a Petition for referendum in accordance with the provisions of Section 13(g) of Article 23A 

of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 . 
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SECTION 4.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that a complete and exact copy of this Resolution shall be posted in the municipal 

offices of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland or some public place for 

a period of at least forty (40) days following its adoption, and further, that a fair summary of this 

proposed amendment shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Rising Sun 

for not less than four (4) times, at weekly intervals, within a period of forty (40) days from the adoption 

of this Resolution. 

 

SECTION 5.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that as soon as the Charter amendment hereby adopted shall become effective, the 

Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun shall send separately by registered mail to the Department of 

Legislative Reference the following information concerning the Charter: 

 

(1)  A complete copy of this Resolution; 

 

(2) The date of the referendum election, if any, held with respect thereto; 

 

(3) The number of votes cast for or against the Resolution whether by the Commissioners of Rising 

Sun or in a referendum; and 

 

(4) The effective date of the Charter. 

 

SECTION 6.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that the Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun be and is specifically authorized and 

instructed to carry out the provisions of Section 4 and 5 hereof, and as evidence of compliance herewith, 

the clerk shall cause to be affixed to the Minutes of the meeting in which this Charter shall have been 

adopted: 

 

(1) Appropriate certification of publication of the newspaper in which the summary of the proposed 

amendment shall have been published. 

 

(2) The return receipts of the mailing referred to in Section 5. 

 

 

READ AND INTRODUCED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, the 12th day of 

November, 2013. 

 

CONCEPTUAL IDEAS HELD FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND DISCUSSION by The 

Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, on the 20
th

 day of November, 2013. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland on this 10th day of 

December, 2013. 

 
  
AYES:  
 
NAYES: 
 
ABSTAIN:   
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ATTEST:                                                       THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS  
                                                                                           OF THE TOWN OF RISING SUN 
 
 
BY:   __________________________________ BY:__________________________________                   
                      Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,                  Robert A. Fisher 
                           Town Administrator                         Mayor 
  
 
   
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY  
THIS 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2013 
 
BY: __________________________________________ 
                 Jack A. Gullo, Jr., – Town Attorney             
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 STATE OF MARYLAND) 

 COUNTY OF CECIL) SS: CERTIFICATE 
TOWN OF RISING SUN) 
 
I, Calvin A Bonenberger Jr, Town Administrator for the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, do 
herby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true, perfect and complete copy of 
the Resolution adopted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 
Maryland, and is identical to the original thereof appearing in the official records of the Town 
of Rising Sun, Maryland and the same has not, since its adoption, been rescinded or amended 
in any respect. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have affixed the seal of the 
Town of Rising Sun as of this 11th day of December, 2013. 
 
 

__________________________________   
 Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,  
 Town Administrator 
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TOWN OF RISING SUN 
RESOLUTION 2013-20 

CHARTER AMENDMENT 
 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS FOR INCUMBENT OFFICIALS THAT CHANGE 
OFFICE 

 

 

RESOLUTION of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, adopted pursuant to the 

authority of Section 3 and 4 entitled “Home Rule” of Article XI-E entitled “Municipal Corporations” of 

the Constitution of Maryland and Section 11 et. seq. under subtitle “Charter Amendments” of Article 

23A entitled “Corporations-Municipal” of the Annotated Code of Maryland, have previously taken steps 

to amend the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland with provisions to address amendments and 

changes to the timing and date of town elections, candidacy of incumbent officials, terms of office and 

date of swearing in for elected officials with the Town of Rising Sun. 

 

SECTION 1.  WHEREAS, it is hereby found and determined to be in the best interests of the Town to 

amend the Charter of the Town to provide for filling of vacancies and to modify any additional language 

in the Charter affected by this change.  

 

SECTION 2.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 

Maryland that Section C-8, subsection (B) of the Charter of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, is hereby 

amended by amending and reenacting C-8, subsection (B) in its entirety to read, as follows: 

  

(B) In the event that a vacancy be created by an incumbent official running for and 

winning election to another position, such as the Mayor running for Commissioner 

or a Commissioner running for Mayor,  the Mayor and Commissioners shall 

assemble immediately and shall set a date for a Special Election for the vacant 

position.    This election shall be held no less than 50 days or more than 60 days 

after the results of the regular election.  The process for voter registration and 

candidacy of interested residents and the election process shall be in accordance 

to sections C-4 thru C-7 of this charter.  Except that the date of the election as set 

forth above and the Notice of Voter registration as outlined in C-4(D) shall be 

reduced to only (1) one week before close of voter registration books.  The winner 

or winners of such special elections shall be sworn in at the next Regular Town 

Meeting after the special election.  In the event that a Commissioner should desire 

to become a candidate for Mayor, they must resign their position as Commissioner 

so that the unexpired portion of their term may be placed on the upcoming ballot. 

 

 

[Note: Additions are underlined and in italics, deletions are struck through, double underline indicates 

underline added for emphasis, not a change in language or deletions.] 

 

SECTION 3.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that this amendment to the Charter shall in all respects be effective and observed 

as such, upon the fiftieth (50
th

) day after the date of adoption, unless on or before the fortieth (40
th

) day 

thereafter there shall be presented to the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, or 

mailed to it, a Petition for referendum in accordance with the provisions of Section 13(g) of Article 23A 

of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 . 
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SECTION 4.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that a complete and exact copy of this Resolution shall be posted in the municipal 

offices of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland or some public place for 

a period of at least forty (40) days following its adoption, and further, that a fair summary of this 

proposed amendment shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Rising Sun 

for not less than four (4) times, at weekly intervals, within a period of forty (40) days from the adoption 

of this Resolution. 

 

SECTION 5.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that as soon as the Charter amendment hereby adopted shall become effective, the 

Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun shall send separately by registered mail to the Department of 

Legislative Reference the following information concerning the Charter: 

 

(1)  A complete copy of this Resolution; 

 

(2) The date of the referendum election, if any, held with respect thereto; 

 

(3) The number of votes cast for or against the Resolution whether by the Commissioners of Rising 

Sun or in a referendum; and 

 

(4) The effective date of the Charter. 

 

SECTION 6.  AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of 

Rising Sun, Maryland that the Clerk of the Town of Rising Sun be and is specifically authorized and 

instructed to carry out the provisions of Section 4 and 5 hereof, and as evidence of compliance herewith, 

the clerk shall cause to be affixed to the Minutes of the meeting in which this Charter shall have been 

adopted: 

 

(1) Appropriate certification of publication of the newspaper in which the summary of the proposed 

amendment shall have been published. 

 

(2) The return receipts of the mailing referred to in Section 5. 

 

 

READ AND INTRODUCED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, the 12th day of 

November, 2013. 

 

CONCEPTUAL IDEAS HELD FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND DISCUSSION by The 

Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland, on the 20
th

 day of November, 2013. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by The Commissioners of Rising Sun, Maryland on this 10th day of 

December, 2013. 

 
  
AYES:  
 
NAYES: 
 
ABSTAIN:   
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ATTEST:                                                       THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS  
                                                                                           OF THE TOWN OF RISING SUN 
 
 
BY:   __________________________________ BY:__________________________________                   
                      Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,                  Robert A. Fisher 
                           Town Administrator                         Mayor 
  
 
   
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY  
THIS 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 2013 
 
BY: __________________________________________ 
                 Jack A. Gullo, Jr., – Town Attorney             
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 STATE OF MARYLAND) 

 COUNTY OF CECIL) SS: CERTIFICATE 
TOWN OF RISING SUN) 
 
I, Calvin A Bonenberger Jr, Town Administrator for the Town of Rising Sun, Maryland, do 
herby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution is a true, perfect and complete copy of 
the Resolution adopted by the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Rising Sun, 
Maryland, and is identical to the original thereof appearing in the official records of the Town 
of Rising Sun, Maryland and the same has not, since its adoption, been rescinded or amended 
in any respect. 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have affixed the seal of the 
Town of Rising Sun as of this 11th day of December, 2013. 
 
 

__________________________________   
 Calvin A Bonenberger Jr,  
 Town Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


