ORDINANCE NO. 2013-04
Town of Rising Sun

Cecil County, Maryland

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF RISING SUN, (“TOWN”) CECIL COUNTY,
MARYLAND, AMENDING AND ADDING LANGUAGE TO CHAPTER 2, TITLED
ADMINISTRATION & GOVERNMENT OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWN OF RISING SUN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENSURING THAT MEETINGS OF
THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS ARE CONDUCTED IN AN ORGANIZED AND
PRODUCTIVE MANNER AND THAT PROPER CONDUCT AND DECORUM IS
FOLLOWED AT ALL TIMES;, AND TO REPEAL ANY AND. ALL OTHER
ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF THE ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH.

WHEREAS, the Town, located in Cecil County, Maryland is a-municipality organized
under and governed by Article 23A of the Annotated Code of Maryland; and

WHEREAS, the Town is proclaimed as a perpetual entity with the right to pass laws;
and

WHEREAS, the Code of Ordinances of the-Town, contains Chapter 2, titled
ADMINISTRATION & GOVERNMENT;«which establishes the general guidelines
associated with the proper administration of affairs and business for the Town of Rising
Sun, Maryland, in accordance with the Town Charter and other applicable Federal and
State Laws; and

WHEREAS, this Chapter contains Article 1, titted BOARD ORGANIZATION AND
PROCEDURE, which outlines the administrative processing of Town Meetings to
includes quorums, order of business, processing of minutes, rules of debate and other
rules of conduct;.and

WHEREAS, this Article contains several sections pertaining to the proper conduct and
business before the Board of Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the Town desires to amend, modify and add additional language to these
sections, in order to ensure that issues and concerns that are directly related to the
residents, businesses, property owners and tax payers of Rising Sun are given priority
status before the Board Commissioners.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Town Commissioners
of the Town of Rising Sun, Cecil County, Maryland, and it is hereby enacted and
ordained by its authority that Chapter 2 of the Town Code shall be modified as follows:



SECTION 1

Chapter 2 of this code contains Article 1 titled Board Organization and Procedure, which contains
section 2-109, titled Addressing the Board which currently reads as:

Section 2-109. Addressing the Board

Any person desiring to address the Board shall first secure the permission of the Presiding
Officer to do so; provided, however, that under the following headings of business;,
unless the Presiding Officer rules otherwise, any qualified person may address the Board
without securing such prior permission.

(1) Written Communication -- Interested parties or their authorized representatives
may address the Board by written communication in regard to.matters then under
discussion.

(2) Oral Communications -- Taxpayers or residents of the town, or their authorized legal
representatives, may address the Board by oral communications on any matter
concerning the Town provided, however, that preference shall be given to those
persons who may have notified the Clerk in advance of their desire to speak in
order that the same may appear on the agenda of the Board.

This section shall be modified by changing the title’'and deleting all of the text in the opening
paragraph and replacing it to read as follows:

Section 2-109. For the Good of the Towwn: Addressing the Board. Any person desiring to
address the Board may do so as follows:

This section will also be modified. by deleting sub notes 1 & 2 and replacing them to read as
follows:

(1) Written Comunication -~ Interested parties or their authorized representatives may request
to address thexBoard by written communication, sent to the Mayor and Commissioners, no
less than 2 business days before the scheduled meeting, to include the subject matter that
they /@ould like ‘to address. Unless the request to present such subject matter before the
boardvs rejected by the Board of Commissioners, the matter will be placed upon the meeting
agenda with the time allotted for discussion to be determined by the Board of Commissioners.

(2) “5Oral Communications & Public Comments — Any person _may address the Board by oral
communications on any matter concerning Town Business during the public comment period,
provided they list their name, or entity that they represent on the meeting sign in sheet
however, no person shall be allowed to address the Board until the appropriate time set forth
in the agenda and then after recognition by the presiding officer of the Board.




SECTION 2

Chapter 2 of this code contains Article 1 titled Board Organization and Procedure, which contains
section 2-110, titled Addressing the Board after Motion Made which currently reads as:

Section 2-110. Addressing the Board after Motion Made

After a motion is made by the Board, no person shall address the Board without first
securing the permission of the Presiding Officer to do so.

This section shall be modified by changing the title and deleting the corresponding text and
replacing it to read as follows:

Section 2-110. Addressing the Board: Any person or entity as deseribed in Section 2-109,
subsection (2) above, may address any issue or action taken by the Board under public comment.

SECTION 3

Chapter 2 of this code contains Article 1 titled Board Organization and Procedure, which contains
section 2-111, titled Manner of Addressing Board; Time Limit, which currently reads as:

Section 2-111. Manner of Addressing Board: Time Limit

Each person addressing the Board shall step up to the Board table, shall give his name
and address in an audible tone of voice for the records, and unless further time is
granted by the Board, shall limit-his address to ten minutes. All remarks shall be
addressed to the Board as a'body and to any member thereof. No person, other than
the Board and the person having the floor, shall be permitted to enter into any
discussion, either directly or through a member of the Board, without the permission of the
Presiding Officer. No ‘question shall be asked a Board member except through the
Presiding Officer. The foregoing-shall not apply to members of the Board or the
Mayor.

This section shall be modified by
A. Keeping the title but deleting the first sentence and replacing it to read as follows:
Eachperson addressing the Board shall step up to the Board table, shall ¢ive his name and address

in an audible tone of voice for the records, and unless further time is granted by the Board, shall
limit his address to three minutes

B. The second sentence starting with the words “All remarks will be addressed to the board as a
body” will be modified be deleting the sentence and replacing it to read as follows:

All remarks shall be addressed to the Board as a body and not to any single member thereof.

C. All of the remaining text starting with the words “No person”, shall remain
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unchanged for the rest of the paragraph.

SECTION 4

Chapter 2 of this code contains Article 1 titled Board Organization and Procedure, which contains
section 2-113, titled Decorum, will be modified as follows:

A. Subsection (1) titled By Commissioners, currently reads as:

(1) By Commissioners -- While the Board of Commissioners is in session, order and

decorum must be preserved, and a Commissioner shall  neither, by
conversation or otherwise, delay or interrupt the proceedings or disturb any other
Commissioners while speaking or refuse to obey the orders of the Commission or its
Presiding Officer, except as otherwise provided herein.

This subjection shall be modified by changing the titled to read “By Mayor and

Commissioners, and modifying the text as follows:

While the Board of Commissioners is in session, order and decorum must be
preserved, and neither the Mayor nor.a Commissioner shall by conversation or
otherwise, delay or interrupt the proceedings or disturb any other Commissioners
while speaking or refuse to obey the orders of the Commission or its Presiding
Officer, except as otherwise provided herein.

B. Subsection (2) titled By Persons, currently reads as:

(2)

By Persons -- Any person making personal, impertinent or slanderous remarks or
who shall become boisterous while addressing the Commissioners shall be barred
from further audience before the Commissioners, by the Presiding Officer, or by
majority of the board of commissioners present, unless permission to continue be
granted by a majority vote of the Commissioners.

This subjection shall be modified by changing the titled to read “Meetings Norms and
Code of Conduct, and modifying the text as follows:

(2) Meetings Norms and Code of Conduct: Meetings of the Mayor and Commissioners shall be

conducted in a calm and courteous manner. During public meetings of the Mayor and
Comumissioners, all persons shall preserve order and decorum. Any person making personal
attacks, impertinent, slanderous, offensive or threatening remarks, or becoming boisterous
shall be barred from further attendance at the meeting by the presiding officer or Board of
Commissioners as provided for by section 2-103 of this Chapter unless permission for
continued attendance is granted by a majority vote of the Commissioners.

C. Subsection (3) titled Enforcement, currently reads as:

(3) Enforcement -- The Chief of Police, or such member or members of the Police

Department as the Mayor may designate, shall be Sergeant-At-Arms at all
meetings. He, or they, shall carry out all orders and instructions given by the
Presiding Officer for the purpose of maintaining order and decorum at all
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meetings. Upon instruction of the Presiding Officer, it shall be the duty of the
Sergeant-At-Arms to place any person who violates order and decorum of the
meeting under arrest, and cause him to be prosecuted under the provisions of this
Code, the complaint to be signed by the Presiding Officer.

This subjection shall keep the same titled but shall be modified as follows:

(3) Enforcement: The Chief of the Rising Sun Police Department or such member or members
of the Police Department, shall serve as sergeant-at-arms at the meetings. lpon.the
direction of the presiding officer, or _upon motion of the majority cof the Board of
Commissioners, the sergeant-at-arms shall remove such persons from thesmeetings who
violate these rules and requlations. Any person(s) may be permitted toistay at a meeting
upon majority vote of the Town Commissioners.

SECTION 5

Chapter 2 of this code contains Article 1 titled Board Organization and Procedure, which contains
section 2-114, titled Persons Authorized to be Seated at the Board Table, which currently reads as:

Section 2-114. Persons Authorized to be Seated at the Board Table

No persons, except Town Officers or their representatives, shall be permitted to be seated
at the Board Table unless granted permission.to do so by the Presiding Officer.

This section shall be modified as follows:

No persons, except Town Officers er-theirrepresentatives, shall be permitted to be seated
at the Board Table unless granted permission to do so by the Presiding Officer or Board of
Commissioners

SECTION 6.

All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are repealed, rescinded, canceled
and annulled.

SECTION7.

Should any provision, section, paragraph or subparagraph of this Ordinance, including
any code or text adopted hereby, be declared null and void, illegal, unconstitutional, or
otherwise determined to be unenforceable for a court having jurisdiction, the same shall
not affect the validity, legality, or enforceability of any other provision, section,
paragraph or subparagraph hereof, including any code text adopted hereby. The Town of
Rising Sun hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section,
subsection, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections,
subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases be declared null and void, illegal,



unconstitutional, or otherwise determined to be unenforceable. Each such provision,
section, paragraph or subparagraph is expressly declared to be and is deemed severable.

SECTION 8.

That nothing in this ordinance hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or
proceeding impending in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any
cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance, hereby
repealed as cited in Section 2 of this ordinance; nor shall any just or legal right or remedy
of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.

SECTION 9.

That the Rising Sun Town Clerk is hereby ordered and’directed to cause this ordinance
to be published in a newspaper in general circulation.

SECTION 10.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ordinance was introduced on this
13t day of August, 2013.

SECTION 14.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Commissioners of the
Town of Rising Sun passed, approved and adopted this ordinance on this 27t day of August,
2013

AYES:

NAYS: p ’ /

ABSTAINED:




ATTEST: ON BEHALF OF
THE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS
OF THE TOWN OF RISING SUN

BY: BY:

Rhonda Harmison Mayor/ Vice-Mayor
Town Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY

THIS DAY OF AUGUST, 2013

BY:

Jack A. Gullo, Jr., - Town Attorney



