


Town Of Rising Sun
Board Of Town  Commissioners

MAYOR


1 East Main Street     P.O. Box 456   Rising Sun, Maryland 21911
Judith M. Cox

410-658-5353   410-287-9039  Fax 410-658-5244   website: risingsunmd.org
COMMISSIONERS


Clinton E. Bowers
James Majewski
Tom Mumey
 

August Pierson
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

Calvin Bonenberger, Jr.
CLERK-TREASURER
Sandra D. Didra

 






 
November 10, 2009
Present:  Judy Cox, Jim Majewski, Augie Pierson, Clint Bowers, Tom Mumey
Town Administrator:  Calvin Bonenberger 
Guests:  See Attached List


The regular meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of Rising Sun was held on November 10,  2009 at the Town Hall,  with  all members in attendance.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by  Mayor Cox followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.

The minutes of the October 27, 2009 meeting were presented.  With no additions or corrections, a  motion for approval was made by Commissioner Pierson, seconded by Commissioner Mumey and carried.  

Public Hearings, Adoptions & Presentations:
Ordinance 2009-05 – The Fence Ordinance was presented.  The history of the ordinance was explained by Mr. Bonenberger.  The ordinance had been reviewed by the Town Attorney and his suggestions have been incorporated into the ordinance.  Mr. Bonenberger went over those suggested changes  A motion was made by Commissioner Mumey and seconded by Commissioner Pierson to approve and adopt  Ordinance 2009-05 as amended by the Town Attorney and presented by Mr. Bonenberger.  As a part of the discussion, the difference between a public right of way and an easement were discussed and electronically charged fence i.e., underground dog fences, were also discussed.  With no further discussion, the motion passed by a 4-0 vote.  Mr. Bonenberger and Commissioner Mumey gave kudos to the  Planning and Zoning Board for the work that they put into the fence ordinance.  Mr. Sawyers from Reynolds Avenue thanked the Board for the new ordinance

Resolution 2009-02 – Debt Policy Resolution, was read by Mr. Bonenberger by way of introduction.  A motion was made by Commissioner Pierson, seconded by Commissioner Bowers to adopt Resolution 2009-02 as presented.  The resolution was adopted by a vote of 4-0
REPORTS:

Mayor -  Mayor Cox had nothing to report.
Financials – Mr. Bonenberger advised that we are waiting for the management letter from the auditor.  He will request that the auditor come in on 11/24 to answer any questions.  Mayor Cox is to set up a meeting with the County Treasurer’s Office.

Mr. Bonenberger addressed the issue of the Homestead Tax.  Currently the Town has adopted the County rate of 108%.   Commissioner Pierson motioned that the Town accept the Homestead Tax rate cap 
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as determined by the County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Majewski and carried.

Water & Sewer -  Commissioner Majewski reported that after monitoring the well levels and seeing an improvement, he made a motion that the water restrictions previously put in place in the early spring be lifted or suspended until further notice.  However, residents are still encouraged to conserve water as much as possible.  This conservation of water will help us come late spring and early summer of next year when we normally begin to experience drought conditions.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mumey and carried by a vote of 4-0.

Commissioner Majewski also advised that he, the Mayor and Mr. Bonenberger had been in contact with Lenny Gold with regard to the possible changes in the RFP,

Streets & Sidewalks -  Commissioner Bowers advised that the Town has been given instructions from the State on how to resolve their concerns regarding an ADA compliance issue in front of Foard’s Funeral Home.  Those repairs should be made in a couple of days and then the Town should receive their reimbursement for the $143,000.

He  advised that we are still waiting for one price for sealing the cracks on N. Walnut at the County line.  Our public works crews have installed paving along the large cracks.

Commissioner Bowers presented drawings of 2 signs for the hearing impaired.  One for a child and one for a person.  The Board also discussed the best location to place the signs.  A motion was made by Commissioner Bowers to order the hearing impaired child sign and to place it at the entrance to the development.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mumey and carried by a 4-0 vote
Public Safety -  Commissioner Pierson advised that the monthly activity reports are available for review in the Town Hall.  He advised that the Town Administrator has been participating in weekly phone conferences concerning the H1N1 virus.

Chief Peterson addressed the Board and reported that the police department had been monitoring traffic at the Middle School in the morning and the afternoon.   Based on their findings, it is their recommendation for the Town to “take no action” at this time.   A copy of the Chief’s report is attached to this minutes. 
Parks & Recreation -  Commissioner Mumey advised that he and the Mayor had attended a meeting with the scouts and are now awaiting a letter from them..
Town Administrator –  Mr. Bonenberger advised that he is preparing the Ethics Policy for the next meeting.  It incorporates the comments from the Board and is being reviewed by the Town Attorney.
Planning & Zoning - None
Board of Appeals -  None
Code Enforcement -  Mr. Bonenberger reported on the property at 110 Harrington Drive.  He had met with bank representatives.  They have reclaimed the property through foreclosure.  They are trying to find a way and a place to move the excess dirt.  He will keep the Board informed of the progress..  

Mr. Bonenberger advised that he was working on the street dedication for Rising Hills.  The HUR report is due by December 1 for the streets to be included in next year’s funding.  They have fixed the sidewalk as requested.  There is a 10% escrow in the public works agreement.
Historical Commission -  Darlene Binns will be a guest speaker at the  meeting tomorrow night.  They are planning to be in the Cecil County Christmas Parade and the Rising Sun Carol Sing.

Mayor Cox advised that there would be a meeting of the 150th Celebration Committee on November 17, 2009 at Janes,  all are welcome to attend.  Calendars are on sale for $8 each
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Old Business -  None
New Business -  Commissioner Majewski advised that in response to the email about this year’s appreciation dinner and considering these economic time,  he would like to make a motion that in lieu of the dinner a donation be made to Ray of Hope Mission to feed the needy.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner with a cap of $1000.  The motion carried by a vote of 3-1
CITIZEN’S INPUT:

Tony Sawyer – Again thanked the Board for the fence ordinance.

Jim Boyd -  advised that he thought he had been treated unfairly by not being allowed to put a fence in his front yard.  That now, he would have to pay another $50 for a permit and more for the contractor.  He pointed out that he could have paid $250 for a variance.  He advised the Town should send notices to those who have fences without a permit.  He felt that the Town should refund his $50.  He was advised that should he decide to extend his fence in the front yard, the Board would give consideration to waiving the permit fee for that section of fence..


With no further business coming before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Mumey, seconded by Commissioner Bowers and carried.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM








Respectfully submitted,








Sandra D. Didra,








Secretary 

 
