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January 24, 2009
Present:    Judy Cox, Jim Majewski,  Debbie Craig, Augie Pierson, Skip Yust 
Town Administrator:  Calvin Bonenberger, Jr.
Guests:  See attached list

A special workshop meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of Rising Sun was held on January 24, 2009 at the Fellowship Hall of Janes Methodist Church, with all members in attendance.  The meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM by   Mayor Cox, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.  


The following Opening Statement was read by Mayor Cox:  “This meeting is being conducted in order to discuss possible changes and revisions to Chapter 2 of the Town Codes titled Administration & Government.  This will be an informational meeting only and no votes will be taken that would imply formal adoption of any revisions to the current ordinance.  The meeting will last roughly 2 hours.  I would like to appoint the Town Administrator to act as a facilitator to keep the discussion on track and focused on items related to Chapter 2.  In addition, although workshops are generally conducted without public input, the Board would like to hear any questions or comments that the public may have regarding these discussions.  However, given the amount of information that needs to be covered we are going to hold public comment until the end of the meeting.  We will terminate the discussion portion of this meeting in approximately 1 ½ hours and will spend the last 30 minutes of the meeting soliciting public comment regarding this subject matter only.”   Mayor Cox also advised that she would have to leave the meeting at about 10:30 AM to attend a funeral.

Mr. Bonenberger gave an overview of the relationship between Chapter 2 of the Code and the Town Charter.  The Charter lays out the groundwork and the other ordinances go into greater detail as to how things will be carried out.

A section by section review of the Charter began:
The first discussion was about gender.  In accordance with Chapter 1, gender is either or he/she/ him/her.

Section 2-101(1) A– change time from 7:30 to 7:00; in 5th line change complaints or comments.

                      (1) B – in line 3, change unanimously to majority.

          (2)   - change Executive Meeting to Closed/Administrative Meeting per attorney

Section 2-102 – Correct spelling of “Special”.    Make notification a part of the meeting, define notice parameters 
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Section 2-103 – Add that meeting will be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules, latest edition.


              Delete last sentence

Section 2-105 – change  to Mayor & Commissioners not just Commissioners.

Section 2-106 – change Town Officers to Town Administrator

Section 2-108 (5) – Needs clarification

Section 2-108(6) – Change Commissioner to Mayor & Commissioners

Section 2-110 – set time limit

Section 2-111 – time limit to be set by presiding officer
Section 2-113(3)  clarify “under arrest”
Section 2-114   should it include attorney and engineer

Section 2-117  question meaning
Section 2-118(1) – change to Prior Approval by Town Attorney

Section 2-118(2)(a)   remove phrase “except that the President of the Commissioners” replace with Mayor
Section 2-118(2)(c)  change votes of 4 members to a majority vote and check with attorney on 20 calendar days
The next workshop meeting on Chapter 2 will begin with Article 3.

Acting Mayor Craig opened the floor for questions on the previous discussions
Bud McFadden -  Commented that the Board appeared to have the best interest of the Town at heart, working well togetherwith diverse and different opinions.  But the reports in the papers are toxic.  He questioned why the attorney was not in attendance.  This issue was addressed by Acting Mayor Craig.

Terry Farmer -  Questioned why the rush.  Why not wait for the attorney.  Questioned when the minutes would be on the website and if they were amended before they were placed on the website.
Tom Mumey -  Advised that in the absence of the Presiding Officer is covered in Section 2-108.  Questioned if it could be specified as to what is coming out of Chapter 2 into the Charter and vice versa.   He felt that the “Motion to Reconsider” needs to be clarified.  With regard to the time limit, he felt that it could be no more than 20 days.
Karen Majewski -  Advised that at $125 per hour the attorney should be attending.   She was advised by Acting Mayor Craig to keep her questions and comments on Chapter 2.
Chip Slaybaugh -  Also felt that the “motion to reconsider” be clarified.  Acting Mayor Craig advised of the subsequent sections after the Charter and that they were working on trying to update the ordinances too.
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Roger Lamp -  Advised that public hearings was the way that the Board should sell the changes to the public, by placing a summary of the changes in the paper and making copies available to the public.  He said that there was not a section that covered “removal from office” for malfeasance or grave misconduct.  He was advised that they would be addressed.

Bob Shallcross -  Questioned the process that the revisions would go through.  He was advised that Chapter 2 would be discussed at other meetings then comments and suggestions would be forwarded to the Town Attorney who will do the revised document.  It would then be introduced at one meeting and adopted at the next.

The question arose as to the status of the Town Charter.  All were advised that the Charter was now in draft form and has been put to the public for comment.  The next step will be a public meeting to adopt changes or recommend approval for final draft. 

With no further discussion coming before the Board, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Pierson, seconded by Commissioner Yust and carried.

Adjournment 10:55 AM. 








Respectfully submitted,








Sandra D. Didra,








Secretary 

 
