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April 14, 2009
Present:    Judy Cox, Jim Majewski, Clint Bowers, Augie Pierson, Skip Yust 
Town Administrator:  Absent
Guests:  See Attached List


The regular meeting of the Mayor and Commissioners of Rising Sun was held on April 14,  2009 at the Town Hall with  all members in attendance.   The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by  Mayor Cox followed by the  Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.

The minutes of the March 24, 2009 meeting were presented.  With no additions or corrections, a motion for approval was made by Commissioner Bowers, seconded by Commissioner Majewski and carried.

REPORTS:

Mayor -   Mayor Cox advised that the Board had received the annual request from the Rising Sun Lions’ Club to hold their yearly collection for Vision Day, in Center Square on Saturday, April 25, 2009 from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm, with a raindate of 5/2/09.   A motion was made by Commissioner Pierson, seconded by Commissioner Bowers and carried to allow the Rising Sun Lions’ Club to hold their Annual Vision Day.

Mayor Cox requested approval for the annual donation to the Community Fire Company of Rising Sun in the amount of $10,000, which is in the current year’s budget.  A motion to that affect was made by Commissioner Bowers, seconded by Commissioner Pierson and carried by a vote of 4-0


Mayor Cox requested approval for a $300 donation to the Janes UM Church for the use of their fellowship hall for our meetings.  A motion to that affect was made by Commissioner Bowers, seconded by Commissioner Pierson and carried by a vote of 4-0.


Mayor Cox recommended approval of the re-appointment of Diane Ehrhart and the appointment of Dee Emsley to the Rising Sun Historical Preservation Commission.  A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Bowers, seconded by Commissioner Majewski and carried 4-0.

Financials -  In the absence of the Town Administrator, the Secretary presented the annual Constant Yield Tax advertisement for approval.   She explained that a time table had to be met and the first of which was the advertisement and then a public hearing.  A discussion ensued as to what paper to advertise in, it was decided that the ad be placed in the Herald or Whig, whichever is the cheapest.  The ad will also indicate that the Town intends to keep the current tax rate of .36 per $100 of assessed value.  A motion to that affect was made by Commissioner Bowers, seconded by Commissioner Pierson and carried by 4-0
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Water & Sewer -  Commissioner Majewski advised that there was no report from the Town Attorney at this time.  Commissioner Majewski reported that on 3/26/09 there was a sewer line blockage on Helen Reynold’s property.  It was found that the blockage was caused by a 4 x 12” auger, which was removed.  He also advised that the preliminary construction estimate from KCI on the replacement of the water main on Reynolds Avenue is done.  The cause of the brown water is the line and the estimated cost to fix the line is around $460,000.  Grant monies will be sought for this project.

Due to the age of the water meters at the well heads, Commissioner Majewski motioned to replace the existing meters at the well heads presently being used to supply the Town’s water.  The replacement of these five meters is estimated to cost $4,500, with a cost limit for the project not to exceed $5,500 with the Town doing the work.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bowers and carried 4-0

Mrs. Hammond questioned when the work would be done on Reynolds Avenue and she was advised at a later date when a funding source was located.


Commissioner Yust questioned the problems with Fairview Apartments.  It was explained that they had a meter that read in cubic inches not gallons.   Maintenance has ordered another meter.

Streets & Sidewalks -  Commissioner Yust advised that there is a storm drain and adjacent roadway undermining at 210 Mason Runn.  This condition was not evident during the recent paving project and therefore was not one of the drains replaced.  The estimated cost of repair is $4,100 which includes two days labor and material and a quote was received from Civil Utilities and Underground Construction who had done similar work for the Town on Meadow Valley Drive.  Commissioner Yust made a motion to authorize  Civil Utilities and Underground Construction to made repairs to the storm drain, inlet and road undermining at 210 Mason Runn for a cost not to exceed $5,000.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Pierson.   Under discussion, Commissioner Bowers questioned the inspection by KCI before the paving project and why this had not be identified then.  He expressed that he had a problem with KCI’s work.  He said that he would like to see another price from another company not recommended by KCI.  He also suggested that the Board consider another engineering firm, because in his opinion the last jobs done by KCI, he did not feel were acceptable.  Mayor Cox called for the vote.  The vote was 2 yeas and 2 nays.  Mayor Cox cast the deciding vote which was to get another bid.  A discussion ensued concerning a temporary fix.  Ron Thomas is to be contacted and asked to place a sheet of metal at that location.

Commissioner Yust advised that SHA will be responsible for the repair and upgrade of the handicapped ramps at the corners at S. Queen and Cherry Street at their expense.  

Commissioner Yust reported on the finding on KCI with regard to the deterioration of a section of the roadway on Buckley  Avenue.  Since after a few dry days, it was still wet, they believe that there is a leak somewhere.   Commissioner Bowers advised that he did not believe that there was a leak and he believes that there were no core samples taken of the pavement.  He reported that he knows KCI did not take core samples when they did Kirk’s Court.
Public Safety -  Commissioner Pierson advised that the Chief had applied for a COPS Recovery Grant, which if awarded would put one more officer on the road for 3 years.  After which, the position would be picked up by the Town.  He also advised everyone had been given a copy of the Police Activities Report for the last couple of weeks, copies of which are available downstairs. .  He also reported that the officers all like the new Chief.
Parks & Recreation -  Commissioner Bowers reported on moving the sports signs off of Main Street to the Community Park off of Wilson Ave.   He advised that it is possible that we could use the leftover POS/DNR monies from the bridge project for the signs.  A motion to that affect was made by Commissioner Bowers, seconded by Commissioner Pierson provided that funding is obtained through DNR.  Commissioner Majewski questioned what would happen to the old signs.  He would hate to see them removed as they are a source of pride for the Town and those listed on them.  Commissioner Yust also said that he would like to see the old signs refurbished and remain at the current location.  After a lengthy discussion it was agreed to put the combo signs in the Community Park for a cost of $2,800, with 
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25% or $725 being provided by the Town and the remaining $2,075 from DNR funding; updating the current sign in Diddie Richardson Park for $800 and moving it a little further back from the road.  Next year budget to refurbish the other sign on the west side of Town..  When the vote was called for it passed with a 3-1 vote.  A letter is to be sent to DNR.
Town Administrator – No Report
Planning & Zoning -  Bill Smith, Chairman of the Rising Sun Planning & Zoning Commission addressed the Board advising that Planning & Zoning would like to endorse Markus Gradechak to work with them and the CAC on update the Comprehensive Plan for a cost of $9,000 which includes the zoning maps.  Mayor Cox advised that the contract needed to be reviewed by the Town Attorney and that the timing was critical.  There should be another meeting within 2 weeks.  

Historical Commission -  Diane Ehrhart reported that the guest speaker, Harry Barnes, had a great turnout for his talk on the Civil War in Cecil County.  A copy of her report is attached.
Old Business -  None
New Business -  Commissioner Pierson presented a fact sheet concerning the use of water for non-profit carwashes and asked the Board to consider allowing the American Legion to allow carwashes.  A lengthy discussion ensued concerning the 20-22 hours per day that the wells are pumped, the lack of adequate rainfall, and the way the water tables have declined over the last 4 years.  No decision was made.

Commissioner Bowers suggested that the Town start looking for a new engineering firm and produce an RFP for advertising.

CITIZEN’S INPUT:

Mim Baughman addressed the Board advising that those living at McKinley Apartments would like to plant a flower/veggie garden.  She thinks the Town owns the property.  Someone is to look and see who does own the property of which she speaks.  She also advised that they need a sign that says “No Through Street” and the Dotson Drive sign is missing.  She also advised that the lists on the “sport signs” are incomplete and suggested that we check before having them redone.  .  
Chad Johnston  addressed the Board concerning the vendor selling fireworks last year was shut down, but this year there was the sale of flowers and the Legion and the Citgo Station.   Mayor Cox advised that the working on the Ordinance addressing these issues, fell through the cracks.  This year everything is to go forward as usual and by 10/1/09, the new ordinance will be in effect.  She also advised that emails being sent to and from the Board and staff needs to be straightened out.  She advised that hard copies need to be printed and filed in the office and if necessary brought before the Board.  Following additional discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Pierson, seconded by Commissioner Bowers and carried to allow roadside stands to continue until 10/1/09 when the new ordinance will be in effect.  Commissioner questioned the difference between non-profits and vendors.
Tom Dye  advised that people who sell flowers hurt local businesses.  They also pay no taxes.  He asked if the matter would be discussed in public session and was advised that it would.

He advised that with regard to the KCI situation, the manhole should not have washed out that quickly.   He spoke on the agreement with Martin’s about hookups and said that the way he reads it they do not have the right to hook up the other stores.  Mr. Smith advised only from the old store moved over to the new store.  Mr. Dye advised that he would like to get answers as he see it they can build the stores, but cannot rent them.   He also advised that he was not happy with the new PD phone system, but that they were doing a great job
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Mayor Cox thanked Sandi for getting the packets together for the Board in the absence of Mr. Bonenberger.


With no further business coming before the Board, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Pierson, seconded by Commissioner Bowers and carried.


Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM








Respectfully submitted,








Sandra D. Didra,








Secretary 

 
